
 Please check website for updates. www.wpamushroomclub.org — 1

Western Pennsylvania Mushroom Club Newsletter
■  Fungi, Fun & Friends!  ■

Volume 23, Issue 2	 may / june 2023

2023 Meeting Schedule
May 16	A nnual Cultivation Meeting
The WPMC 2023 cultivation meeting will begin with log drilling at 6:00 p.m. Current mem-
bers who attend will receive an oyster mushroom grow kit. For those new to cultivation, oyster 
mushrooms provide a great starting point, as they are more resilient than some other mushroom 
varieties, and they’re delicious to eat, as well! The kit will consist of oyster spawn and cottonseed 
hulls, with instructions provided.

Shiitake are another delicious mushroom for cultivators and are traditionally grown on hardwood 
logs and kept outside. We encourage you to bring a log for shiitake inoculation. WPMC will 
provide the tools, wax, and shiitake spawn to inoculate it. Volunteers will be at the event to help 
you through each of the stations as you inoculate your log. No prior experience is needed.

Ideal logs will be 36 to 40 inches long and 4 to 8 inches in diameter. The best logs are oak or 
maple, but other hardwood varieties will work as well. The logs should be newly harvested from 
a live tree within the last few months, as older logs will not be viable for the spawn to colonize. 
Once inoculated, logs should be protected from drying out by storing them out of the sun and 
where they can receive natural rainfall. We ask that you bring no more than two logs per person, 
to allow time and materials for all members.

The inoculating stations will be outside, so please dress appropriately. If the weather is severe 
enough to pose a risk, we will postpone the event; otherwise, we will accommodate light rain.

June 20	W hat Do We Call That Now?
		  Walt Sturgeon

Why do mushroom names keep changing? How do they change, and who gets to decide? 
Why are some species now referred to as a “complex”? Author Walt Sturgeon will be here to 
sort it all out for us.

July 18	M ushroom Foraging for Beginners 
		  Olga Tzogas

August 15	L incoff Foray: 2022 Results & 2023 Preparations
		  Cara Coulter and Garrett Taylor

Sept. 19	L ichens 
		  Natalie Howe, PhD & Tom McCoy

Oct. 17	 Photo Contest Winners & Election of Officers

Nov. 21	 Potluck & Annual WPMC Awards

WPMC meetings are held on the third Tuesday evening of each month from March through 
November at the Frick Environmental Center. Each meeting features updates on club activities, 
a speaker/presentation, mushroom identification table, and mushroom-related merchandise for 
sale. Meetings are free and open to the public.

Frick Environmental Center observes the following Covid protocols, according to the level of 
community spread in Allegheny County: Masks are OPTIONAL when the level is LOW, RECOM-
MENDED when the level is MEDIUM, and REQUIRED when the level is HIGH. 

Shiitake Log

Oyster Mushroom Grow Kit

Walt Sturgeon
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Interview with Candace Bever, Developer of the AMATOXtest
By Cecily Franklin

I first heard of Candace Bever when Britt Bunyard was here 
for the WPMC March meeting. Candace is the developer of the 
AMATOXtest, which detects toxic chemicals in mushrooms. A 
little research revealed that Candace and I both graduated from 
Carnegie Mellon University (although 30 years apart!) I contacted 
Candace and learned that she would be making a quick trip to Pitts-
burgh in April to receive an award from CMU for being one of the 
university’s 2023 “Tartans on the Rise.” The following is my interview 
with Candace.

What made you decide to attend Carnegie Mellon 
University?

I choose to attend CMU because of the high caliber of their aca-
demic and athletic programs. It was here during an undergraduate 
lab course that I first learned about antibodies (the biotechnology 
that drives the AMATOXtest) and how instrumental antibodies are 
in science and medicine (both for our internal well-being and for 
diagnostic testing). CMU instilled in me a drive to learn more, think 
creatively and critically, and to “put my heart into the work”.

What are your interests in mushrooms, besides toxicology?

It was specifically because of toxicology that I became interested 
in mushrooms. My first foray into the world of mushrooms was not 
in the woods, but instead at a lab bench learning about mushroom 
toxins. As I learned more about the deadliest mushroom toxin, 
amanitin, I became fascinated with mushrooms. I’m fascinated by 
how mushrooms are unique, ephemeral, beautiful, and chemically 
active. I especially enjoy finding the sweet aroma of candy caps, I 
adore all varieties of Amanitas, and I enjoy trying to identify every-
thing else we find.

My recent interest in mushrooms is to meet this unmet need in 
mushroom poisoning—the need for a rapid diagnostic test. Ama-
nitin can cause death in a matter of days, so faster diagnosis can 
lead to faster treatments and a chance to decrease the mortality 
that amanitin-containing mushrooms cause. As of now, diagnosing 
mushroom poisoning is largely based on suspicion—the AMATOX-
test can change that—it can provide definitive analysis.

Who should use the AMATOXtest, and how can they get it?

It can be purchased on www.AMATOXtest.com. This test should 
be used for research purposes only. Its main value is in rapid detec-
tion of amanitin. Once a person or pet gets sick from accidentally 
consuming an amanitin-containing mushroom, speed of diagnosis 
and treatment is critical. We hope that every ER veterinarian who 
suspects mushroom poisoning would consider using this test, 
along with other panels to determine if the case is caused by life-
threatening amanita.

Besides rapid detection, another advantage is the portability of 
it as a field test. The AMATOXtest is highly specific for amanitins, 
chemicals found in some mushrooms. It could be a great tool to aid 
in mushroom identification. The test reveals if a mushroom contains 
amanitins. So we encourage mushroom foragers to experiment 
with the test to help learn more about the mushrooms they have 
collected - and not to determine if the mushroom they collected is 
edible.

What else would you like the Western PA Mushroom Club to 
know? 

The biggest support you can give us is to share this info with others. 
We are excited to bring this advancement in rapid toxin detection 
to the mushroom community. Chemical detection is often not 
something that can be done in the field, or in the kitchen, but with 
such a great tool like the AMATOXtest, chemical detection is now 
rapid, portable, accurate and sensitive. (It works just like an at-home 
pregnancy or COVID test.) Another interesting point to make is that 
mushrooms make a lot of amanitin (milligram amounts), and this 
test detects nanograms (a million-fold less!), so when testing mush-
rooms, be careful to avoid cross-contamination. 

The 2023 City Nature
Challenge takes place in two parts.

April 28 - May 1
Taking pictures of wild plants and animals.

May 2 - May 7
Identifying what was found.

City Nature Challenge 2023: 
Pittsburgh Region

The City Nature Challenge will continue with picture-
taking through Monday, May 1. After that, photos posted to 
iNaturalist will be identified from May 2 through May 7. Results 
will be reported in the July/August WPMC newsletter.
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Registration is now open for Mushroom Education Day on 
Saturday, June 10, at the Powdermill Nature Reserve in Westmo-
reland County. Enjoy three great topics and speakers, followed by a 
guided mushroom walk in the afternoon. 

The cost for the classes will be $25 for WPMC members; $30 for 
non-members. Space is limited, and registration is required. To 
register, go to: 

https://wpamushroomclub.org/events/mushroom-education-day-
at-powdermill-nature-reserve-westmoreland-county/

Here’s the full schedule:

9:00 a.m.	R egistration & Sales Table Open

9:30 a.m. 	 Beginner Mushroom ID

Cara Coulter, WPMC Mycologist 

Cara will teach methods of fungi iden-
tification that will help both beginners 
and advanced mushroom hunters: 
where to focus, what elements are 
important for ID, etc.

10:40 a.m. 	 Fungi & Insects

Andrea Kautz, Powdermill 
Entomologist & Lab Manager

Numerous relationships between fun-
gi and arthropods have evolved over 
millions and millions of years. Learn 
about different groups of insects that 
function as fungus feeders, fungus 
farmers, and hosts for parasitic fungi.

11:40 	L unch (on your own)

12:30 p.m. 	 Permaculture Principles & Myco-Applications

Brittany Burch, Certified 
Permaculture Designer

We will discuss basic Permaculture 
definitions and go through the 12 
Permaculture Principles and the 
relation more specifically to the fungi 
kingdom. Each principle will include 
personal and larger scale uses and 
applications for home use, as well 
as current projects in our local communities and farms in the Mon 
Valley Rust Belt area.

Register for Mushroom Education Day

1:45 p.m. 	 Mushroom Walk and ID Table

3:45 p.m. 	 Clean Up

WPMC’s Button ID Button Program offers members a 
fun way to increase their knowledge of mushroom spe-
cies. To learn more about the ID Button program and how 
to submit your list of known mushrooms, go to:

http://wpamushroomclub.org/about/button-id-program/

ID Buttons 
WPMC member Jason Simons 
recently earned his “25” pin for 
his ability to identify 25 different 

mushroom species. 

Out & About with WPMC
On April 16, WPMC Treasurer 
Jared Delaney hosted a tour 
of Mitchell’s Mushroom Farm in 
Murrysville. After the tour, par-
ticipants were able to purchase 
fresh mushrooms, dried mush-
rooms, and grow kits. 

On April 23, WPMC Mycologist Jim Tunney hosted a table and 
offered a mushroom walk at the Baden Earth Day event.
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Preparations Underway for 23rd 
Annual Gary Lincoff Foray

Get ready for the 23rd annual Gary Lincoff Foray on Saturday, 
September 30, at The Lodge in North Park. Guests Mycologists 
include author and photographer Noah Siegel and Biology Profes-
sor Barrie Overton, PhD. 

Here’s the schedule:

Friday, September 29: Pre-Foray Walk at Cook Forest State Park, 
with Environmental Education Specialist Dale Luthringer. There 
is no charge for this walk, but you will be responsible for your own 
transportation and lunch.

Saturday, September 30: 23rd Annual Gary Lincoff Foray at The 
Lodge in Allegheny County’s North Park. Activities will include:

•	 Guided morning walks

•	 Afternoon speakers

•	 Mushroom display tables

•	 Auction, Sales Tables & Vendors

•	 Cooking Demonstration

•	 Mushroom Feast

•	 Table Walk

•	 Live Music

•	 NEW: Food Truck!

ONLINE REGISTRATION will open soon. 

Pricing will be the same as last year, until September 1. Beginning 
on that date, prices will increase by $10. (Details below).

Current WPMC member (2023 dues previously paid):

•	 $50 until September 1

•	 $60 on or after September 1

Non-Members:

•	 $70 until September 1 (includes 2023-24 membership)

•	 $80 on or after September 1

Students (with ID) and kids 11 to 18:

•	 $30 until September 1

•	 $40 on or after September 1

Kids 10 & under are free.

Speaker Spotlight: Barrie Overton, PhD
Dr. Barrie Overton is a professor of biology at Loch Haven 
University (now part of Commonwealth University of Pennsylvania), 
where he teaches Biology and Mycology courses. His areas of 
expertise include plant pathology, identification of wild edible mush-
rooms, and White-Nose Syndrome (WNS) in bats. 

WNS is a fatal disease, caused by Pseudogymnoascus destruc-
tans, a fungus that has devastated North American bat populations. 
At this year’s Gary Lincoff Foray, Dr. Overton will talk about WNS 
and the new species of Pseudogymnoascus that he has found in 
Pennsylvania caves. 

Dr. Overton and his students have been published extensively on 
WNS and have made many presentations. His laboratory’s work 
has appeared in FUNGI magazine on numerous occasions. In fact, 
Dr. Overton’s lab took the photo on the cover of the Spring 2020 
issue of FUNGI (see below). 

Dr. Overton’s lab is currently working on fungi that could be used to 
control the spread of the Spotted Lanternfly. To read his article from 
the Winter 2023 issue of FUNGI magazine, go to:

https://fungimag.com/winter-2023-articles/V15n5_Forgot-
ten_Fungi.pdf

G A R Y • L I N C O F F • F O R A Y

WPMC Names New Sales Chair
WPMC is pleased to announce that Matt Stahlman has agreed to be the new 
Sales Chair for the club. This is Matt’s second year as a WPMC member. He’s 
interested in log cultivation and permaculture on his family farm. Matt is enjoying 
the mushroom education he’s getting and is happy to be involved in club activities.
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Speaker Spotlight: Noah Siegel
Noah Siegel, one of the premier mushroom photographers in 
the nation, will present “Under Pressure: Evolution Oddities in the 
Fungal World”. This lecture will highlight some of the fascinating 
traits which fungi have evolved due to environmental pressures, and 
the strive to get ahead in the fungal world. 

Siegel’s field mycology skills are extensive—he has spent over 
three decades seeking, photographing, identifying, and furthering 
his knowledge about all aspects of macrofungi. He has hunted for 
mushrooms throughout the United States and Canada, as well as 
on multiple expeditions to New Zealand, Australia, and Cameroon. 

Siegel has won numerous awards from the North American My-
cological Association (NAMA) photography contest. His technique 
and attention to detail are unrivaled, arising from a philosophy of 
maximizing utility for identification purposes while maintaining a 
high degree of aesthetic appeal. His photographs have appeared 
on the covers and have been featured in articles of multiple issues 
of FUNGI Magazine, the primary mushroom enthusiast magazine 
in the United States, numerous mushroom books, as well as many 
club publications. 

Siegel authored, along with Christian Schwarz, Mushrooms of the 
Redwood Coast: A Comprehensive Guide to the Fungi of Coastal 
Northern California and A Field Guide to the Rare Fungi of Cali-
fornia’s National Forests. He is currently working on Mushrooms 
of Cascadia: A Comprehensive Guide to Fungi of the Pacific 
Northwest. Siegel travels and lectures extensively across America, 
following the mushrooms from coast to coast, and everywhere in 
between.

Foray Volunteers & Cooks Needed
By Jared Delaney and Mike Henry

From Jared:

The annual Gary Lincoff Foray is the club’s signature event, and it 
wouldn’t be possible without the help of volunteers. WPMC volun-
teers are club members just like you who donate their time to make 
the event happen. 

This year’s Foray will be held on Saturday, September 30th. It’s an 
all-day event, but you don’t have to volunteer for the entire day. We 
have small volunteer opportunities that will not take more than a 
couple of hours of your time. We need help with setting up tables 
and chairs on Friday and taking them down on Saturday. We also 
need runners on the day of the event to help with the mushroom 
display tables and other activities. 

We will again be offering discounts on Foray registration to those 
who volunteer their time at the event in some way. If you are interest-
ed in volunteering, please e-mail lincoff-Foray@wpamushroomclub.
org for more details. We appreciate your support!

From Mike:

Fellow mushroom lovers, if you are planning to attend this year’s 
Lincoff Foray, and you love to cook your favorite food (mushrooms!), 
now is a good time to think about bringing your signature dish to the 
Foray. You don’t need to cook for 100 people – just 10 to 15. 

If you plan to use wild-foraged mushrooms, you will need to first 
get them identified and approved by a WPMC Identifier or Mycolo-
gist. It’s OK to use mushrooms that you bought at a store if you 
are uncomfortable with cooking wild mushrooms. In fact, your dish 
doesn’t need to contain mushrooms at all; some members are al-
lergic or sensitive to mushrooms and will need an alternative meal 
choice.

Anytime is the perfect time to think about what to bring, with so many 
delicious mushrooms all around us. We will also need volunteers to 
assist with setup, teardown, and other tasks. Please contact Mike 
Henry if you are interested in bringing a dish or volunteering for other 
kitchen duties at forayfood@wpamushroomclub.org.

Local Author Donates New Book to 
Foray Auction

Donations continue to come in for the Auction/Raffle at this 
year’s 23rdAnnual Gary Lincoff Foray on Saturday, September 30. 
Daryln Brewer Hoffstot is donating a copy of her new book, A 
Farm Life: Observations from Fields 
and Forests, covering 35 years of 
observations on her Western Penn-
sylvania farm. The book includes 
Daryln’s article, “The Secret to Find-
ing Morels” which was published by 
Pittsburgh Quarterly in 2018.

If you would like to donate a mush-
room-related item to this year’s auc-
tion, call Kathy Gilotty at 412-445-
3121 or email Past President Cecily 
Franklin at cs4wpmc@gmail.com.
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Get Your Cameras & Cellphones Ready
Once again, WPMC Identifier Sara Klingensmith will judge 
members’ photos for WPMC’s annual Photo Contest. 

Here are the Photo Contest rules for this year:

•	 Deadline for Submissions: September 30, 2023

•	 Maximum of 5 Entries per WPMC member

•	 Submit high resolution JPG files

•	 Rename images before submitting, using name and subject, 
e.g., “Joe Smith morel.jpg”

•	 Email entries to Sara Klingensmith at pamushroomclubphotos@
gmail.com.

•	 Indicate in your email the desired category for each photo.

You must be a member of the Western Pennsylvania Mushroom 
Club in good standing to enter. Club dues must be up to date. 
Photos submitted by non-members will not be considered.

Entry Divisions

Mushroom Selfies (New!): Entries must be single, self-taken 
(“selfie”) cell phone photos of you with at least one mushroom. 

Pictorial: This division is for single photos that illustrate the beauty 
and variety of fungi in form and color. 

Documentary: For single photographs especially suited as illus-
trations in a field guide or monograph, or for use in a lecture. the 
Accurate identification of the subject will be a consideration.

Judge’s Option: For photos which do not fit into the Pictorial or 
Documentary divisions. 

WPMC member Ben Jackman sets up a shot. 
Photo by Beth Ace-Dinger

Walks & Forays Check List:
❏	 Bring a buddy or two. Do not forage alone!

❏	D ress for the weather, carry a rain poncho

❏	 Bring drinking water and lunch

❏	I nsect repellent

❏	 Basket for collecting

❏	 Knife for cutting mushrooms

❏	 Wax or paper bags (no plastic) to keep 
mushrooms separated

❏	 Whistle

❏	 Compass

❏	H and lens

❏	 Cell phone & camera

❏	N otebook & pencil

❏	 Field guide for identification

❏	 Band-aids

❏	G arden hand-clippers

Important Walk & Foray Information
•	 Try to dig up three of the same species at different 

stages of development. 

•	 Don’t pick old mushrooms; leave them to drop 
spores.

•	 You are responsible for not getting lost. Find a 
buddy to search with.

•	 Only Club Mycologists and Identifiers should be 
used for identification and advice. 

•	 Take notes and pictures to help you remember the 
mushrooms: location, habitat, etc. 

•	 Whether you decide to eat a mushroom is ultimately 
your responsibility alone.

•	 Help Keep Our Parks Clean! When mushroom-
ing, it’s easy to bring a plastic grocery bag to collect 
cans, bottles or other trash you find. Trash cans 
are generally found nearby. If not, take it home for 
disposal.

If you would like to lead a walk, or know a great walk 
location, please email WPMC Mycologist Cara Coulter 
at vice-president@wpamushroomclub.org.
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Day and time for walks vary. 

Please read carefully for any registration requirements or 
fees. Check the website at www.wpamushroomclub.org/
events for updates, directions, and much more!

WPMC Walks
Saturday, May 6, 10:00 a.m.

Pine Ridge Lodge

1055 Chestnut Ridge Road, Blairsville (Indiana County)

Meet WPMC Identifier Richard Jacob in the parking lot at Pine 
Ridge Lodge for a mushroom walk (no presentation). Free and open 
to the public.

Saturday, May 6, 10:00 a.m.

Raccoon Creek State Park (Beaver County) 

Meet WPMC Identifier Josh Mowris at the Lake Trail trailhead near 
the beginning of Raccoon Park Road. Free and open to the public.

Saturday, May 13, 10:00 a.m.

Washington Park (Washington County) 

283 Dunn Avenue, Washington, PA 15301

Meet WPMC Mycologist John Plischke near the Bronco Ballfields. 
Free and open to the public.

Friday, May 19, 6-8:00 p.m. SOLD OUT!

Devil’s Hollow Conservation Area with Allegheny Land Trust

Saturday, May 20, noon to 2:00 p.m.

“Park ‘til Dark” South Park

This mushroom walk is part of “Park ‘til Dark”, a free all-day family 
event. Meet WPMC Identifiers at the Airplane Model Field. Parking 
is provided at the location. Foraging in the parks requires special 
permission, so don’t try this one on your own! Join us for this unique 
opportunity. Learn about the varieties of mushrooms found in the 
park. Bring water and wear weather appropriate attire. No cost, but 
register here:

https://acparksfoundation.salsalabs.org/2023parktildarksp/index.
html

Saturday, May 27, 10 a.m. to noon	

Celebrate the Lake

Mushroom Walk (all ages) Peters Lake Park (Washington County)

Meet WPMC Mycologist John Plischke at the Peters Lake Park 
Shelter. Hike around the lake in search of spring mushrooms! Iden-
tification and information will be shared. Dress for the weather and 
uneven terrain. Free, but registration is required by May 25. 

https://www.peterstownship.com/209/Programs-Events

Friday, June 2, 1-3:00 p.m. SOLD OUT!

Barking Slopes Conservation Area with Allegheny Land Trust

Sunday, June 4, 9:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m.

Phipps BioBlitz & Family Fun Festival, Schenley Park

WPMC Past President Jim Wasik will host a table at this year’s 
event with Phipps Conservatory. WPMC Mycologist La Monte 
Yarroll will lead the “All Things Fungi” walk, starting at noon.

https://www.phipps.conservatory.org/calendar/detail/bioblitz

Friday, June 16, 6-7:30 p.m. SOLD OUT!

Fern Hollow Nature Center with Allegheny Land Trust

Saturday, June 24, 10:00 a.m.

Deer Lakes Park • 1 Mahaffey Road, Tarentum

Meet WPMC Identifier Richard Jacob for the annual Dorothy For-
nof walk at Deer Lakes Park. Turn on Mahaffey Road, which goes 
into the park. Take the first right into the parking lot between the first 
two small lakes. This is the meeting location. Free and open to the 
public.

Saturday, July 29, 9:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m.

Garden in the Park • North Park Demonstration Garden, Wild-
wood & Ingomar Roads

WPMC Honorary member Barbara DeRiso will host a table at 
“Garden in the Park”, which is sponsored by the Penn State Master 
Gardeners of Allegheny County. If you are interested in assisting 
Barb or leading a walk, please email cs4wpmc@gmail.com.

Sunday, July 30, 9:00 a.m. to noon

Sycamore Island with Allegheny Land Trust

Steel City Rowing Club, 101 Arch Street, Verona

Join ALT and WPMC Mycologist La Monte Yarroll for a mushroom 
hunting trip to Sycamore Island. The boat (provided by Allegheny 
Cleanways) will begin transferring participants from Steel City Rowing 
Club to the island at 9:00 a.m. and will bring everyone back by 11:30 
a.m. for the identification table. NO WALK INS will be permitted. We 
will not be foraging for food on this hike. Tickets are $25 for ages 3 
and up. Purchase tickets here: https://alleghenylandtrust.network-
forgood.com/events/55963-sycamore-island-mushroom-hunt

Saturday, August 12, 10:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m.

Oil Creek State Park (Venango County)

Join WPMC Identifier Josh Mowris for a walk on the Gerard Trail. 
Meet at the Cow Run Shelter parking lot on White City Road, Pleas-
antville, PA. Free and open to the public; no registration required.



8 —  Please check website for updates. www.wpamushroomclub.org 

NEVER EAT AN UNIDENTIFIED MUSHROOM!

Friday, September 8, 1:00-3:00 p.m.

Beginners Mushroom ID Hike with Allegheny Land Trust

Audubon Greenway, 160 Magee Road, Sewickley

Join ALT staff and WPMC Identifier Julie Travaglini for a mush-
room hike and ID table at Audubon Greenway. Hike runs rain or 
shine. NO WALK INS will be permitted. We will not be foraging for 
food on this hike. Tickets are $5 for ages 3 and up. For tickets: 

https://alleghenylandtrust.networkforgood.com/
events/55779-beginners-mushroom-id-hike

Saturday, September 23, 10:30 a.m.

Wolf Creek Narrows Natural Area

195 Miller Road, Slippery Rock, PA 16057 (Butler County)

Meet WPMC Identifier Josh Mowris in the parking lot at Wolf Creek 
Narrows. Free and open to the public; no registration required.

Friday, September 29 at 10:00 a.m.

Pre-Foray Walk at Cook Forest (Clarion County)

Meet WPMC experts and Environmental Education Specialist 
Dale Luthringer at Shelter 2. There is no charge for this walk, but 
you will be responsible for your own transportation and lunch.

Friday, October 20, 4:00-6:00 p.m.

Slightly Spooky Mushroom Walk with Allegheny Land Trust

Dead Man’s Hollow Conservation Area

Near Boston Ballfield, 1906 Donner Street, McKeesport

Join ALT staff and WPMC Identifier Julie Travaglini for a mush-
room hike at Dead Man’s Hollow. This slightly spooky hike will in-
clude the haunted history of Dead Man’s Hollow as we walk 0.9 mile 
along the Great Allegheny Passage to enter the ruins of the Hollow 
to look for fungi. COSTUMES WELCOME! Hike runs rain or shine. 
NO WALK-INS will be permitted. We will not be foraging for food on 
this hike. Tickets are $5 for ages 3 and up. Purchase tickets here: 

https://alleghenylandtrust.networkforgood.com/
events/55971-slightly-spooky-mushroom-walk

Other Walks, Forays & Events
June 2-4

65th Allegany Nature Pilgrimage

Allegany State Park, Cattaraugus County, NY

https://www.alleganynaturepilgrimage.com/

Saturday, June 10

Mushroom Education Day

Powdermill Nature Reserve (Westmoreland County)

See page 3 for more information.

July 30 – August 6

NAMA_MX 23 Regional Foray

Mexico City & Valle de Bravo

First-of-its-kind exploration into the mycology and ethno-mycological 
history of modern Mexico. Registration is limited to NAMA members 
in good standing; maximum 40 attendees. Airfare to Mexico City is 
not included, and the entire trip will be above 7000 feet elevation. 
Complete the required prescreening questionnaire here:

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfQB-s0j3xI-
ZLBmn3MQbFcQ63h7ep0Km4QOoYshu8ky2-c9Q/
viewform

August 9-13

2023 New Moon Mycology Summit

Greensboro Bend, VT

https://www.facebook.com/events/1340355639874725?ref=new
sfeed

August 11-13

WV Mushroom Club Annual Foray

Blackwater Falls State Park Lodge

https://www.wvmushroomclub.net/2019-foray-registration

August 11-20

Summer Continental MycoBlitz (online)

https://mycota.com/2023-continental-mycoblitz/

August 24-27

North American Mycological Association (NAMA) 
Annual Foray

Hendersonville, NC

https://namyco.org/forays.php

August 25-26

Humongous Fungus Fest

Crystal Falls, MI

https://www.facebook.com/humongousfungusfest/

September 14-17

Northeast Mycological Federation (NEMF) Foray

Kerhonkson, NY

http://www.nemf.org/

September 30

23rd Annual WPMC Gary Lincoff Foray

The Lodge at North Park

See pages 4 & 5 for more information.

October 13-22

Fall Continental MycoBlitz (online)

https://mycota.com/2023-continental-mycoblitz/
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NOTE: The Western Pennsylvania Mushroom Club does not endorse or support the commercial 
harvesting of wild mushrooms from any state, county or city park. WPMC does promote the gathering of 

mushrooms—where permitted—for recreational, educational and scientific purposes.

Cheree Charmello Andrews...............412-576-0555

charmello@gmail.com

Josh Doty..............................................412-913-8026

jcdoty@gmail.com

Carson Gross........................................605-695-0605

carson.a.gross@gmail.com

Joyce Gross..........................................724-339-8547

jagart58@comcast.net

Adam Haritan........................................412-480-1423

adamharitan@gmail.com

Richard Jacob......................................215-888-5503

site-admin@wpamushroomclub.org

Sara Klingensmith...............................724-664-9287

smklingensmith1990@gmail.com

Judy Mackenroth.................................724-352-4025

angora_farm@yahoo.com

Josh Mowris.........................................814-720-8804

joshmowris@yahoo.com

Blaine Sanner.......................................724-217-3168

brsanner@hotmail.com

Jerry Sapp.............................................724-713-1212

surffisher_89@yahoo.com

Julie Travaglini......................................724-255-1131

jtravaglini@alleghenylandtrust.org

Jared White...........................................814-460-4265

white.jaredd@gmail.com

Bolete Specialist
Scott Pavelle.........................................412-325-2535

scottp@pavellelaw.com

Club Mycologists
Cara Coulter.........................................412-445-1078

vice-president@wpamushroomclub.org

Kim Plischke.........................................724-217-7589

ladiebugzkp@aol.com

John Plischke III...................................724-331-1974

fungi01@aol.com

Garrett Taylor........................................716-307-0758

taygamu@gmail.com

Jim Tunney............................................412-441-3958

aminitam@hotmail.com

La Monte Yarroll...................................412-854-5684

piggy@wpamushroomclub.org

Identifiers
Beth Ace-Dinger...................................724-290-7270

elizabethacedinger@gmail.com

Jack Baker............................................412-367-7696

jabaker2@hotmail.com

Sarah Banach.......................................747-333-8644

sarahbanach@gmail.com

Barbora Batokova................................412-609-0723

fungiwomanphoto@gmail.com

Fluff Berger...........................................724-601-8382

wfberger@comcast.net

Stephen Bucklin...................................814-823-1049

president@wpamushroomclub.org

Dirk Cappo............................................248-924-4498

dirk.cappo@gmail.com
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BOARD OF DIRECTORS	

COMMITTEES

NEVER EAT AN UNIDENTIFIED MUSHROOM!

PRESIDENT	 Stephen Bucklin
814-823-1049	 president@wpamushroomclub.org

VICE-PRESIDENT	 Cara Coulter
412-445-1078	 vice-president@wpamushroomclub.org

SECRETARY	 Julie Travaglini
724-255-1131	 jtravaglini@alleghenylandtrust.org

TREASURER	 Jared Delaney
412-204-6281	 treasurer@wpamushroomclub.org

NAMA TRUSTEE	 Garrett Taylor
716-307-0758	 taygamu@gmail.com

CLUB E-MAIL CONTACT	 Valerie Baker 
412-367-7696	 baker.valerie457@gmail.com

CULTIVATION	 Jim Tunney
412-441-3958	 aminitam@hotmail.com

DNA BARCODING 	 Richard Jacob
215-888-5503	 dna-barcoding@wpamushroomclub.org

EDUCATION 	 VACANT

HISTORIAN	 Joyce Gross
724-339-8547	 jagart58@comcast.net

HOSPITALITY	 Carissa Mendez
724-413-2054	 cnmendez@icloud.com

ID BUTTON PROGRAM	 Julie Travaglini
724-255-1131	 jtravaglini@alleghenylandtrust.org

LINCOFF FORAY	 Jared Delaney / Julie Travaglini
	 Lincoff-Foray@wpamushroomclub.org

MEMBERSHIP	 Kris Murawski
	 membership@wpamushroomclub.org

MUSHROOM DISPLAY 	 La Monte Yarroll
412-854-5684	 piggy@wpamushroomclub.org

MYCOLOGICAL RECORDING	 Richard Jacob
215-888-5503	 site-admin@wpamushroomclub.org

NEMF FORAY 	 John Plischke III 
724-331-1974	 fungi01@aol.com

NEWSLETTER	 Cecily Franklin
412-781-6581	 cs4wpmc@gmail.com

PA DCNR REPRESENTATIVE	 Garrett Taylor
716-307-0758	 taygamu@gmail.com

PHOTOGRAPHY	 Sara Klingensmith
724-664-9287	 smklingensmith1990@gmail.com

PUBLICITY	 Cecily Franklin
412-781-6581	 cs4wpmc@gmail.com

SALES	 Matt Stahlman
602-690-3198	 stahlmanmatthew@gmail.com

SCHOLARSHIP 	 Sierra Weir
412-862-7891	 scholarship@wpamushroomclub.org

TOXICOLOGY 	 John Plischke III 
724-331-1974	 fungi01@aol.com

WALKS & FORAYS	 Cara Coulter
412-445-1078	 vice-president@wpamushroomclub.org

WEBMASTER	 Richard Jacob
215-888-5503	 site-admin@wpamushroomclub.org

WORKSHOP	 Judy Mackenroth
724-352-4025	 angora_farm@yahoo.com

WPMC Newsletter
The newsletter of the Western Pennsylvania Mushroom Club 
is published five times a year: March/April, May/June, July/August, 
September/October, and November/December. Articles, photos, 
news items and other submissions should be sent to the Editor at 
least 6-8 weeks prior to targeted distribution. The Editor cannot 
guarantee that submissions will be included in the next newsletter. 
The Editor reserves the right to make spelling or grammatical cor-
rections and may suggest content changes to the author. Material 
published in WPMC newsletters may only be used in other non-
profit publications with expressed permission and with appropriate 
acknowledgements. 

Cecily Franklin, Editor
Martha Wasik Graphic Arts Inc., Production
Send submissions to: cs4wpmc@gmail.com

Donations Help Fund WPMC Projects
Looking for a way to support WPMC beyond paying your 
annual dues? Make a donation anytime; it’s tax-deductible (if 
you itemize deductions) because WPMC is a 501(c)(3) non-profit 
organization. Donations may be made in honor or in memory of a 
loved one. Your employer may even match your contribution. Make 
checks payable to Western Pa. Mushroom Club and submit them to 
WPMC Treasurer, Jared Delaney.

WPMC Membership Report
By Kris Murawski

As of mid-April, WPMC has 547 members from 309 households. 
Thank you to everyone for renewing your membership or becoming 
a new member in 2023, as these dues are vital to keep the club run-
ning. They contribute over 40% of the WPMC’s income every year. 

If you need to renew your membership or would like to become 
a member, please go to https://wpamushroomclub.org/about/join/ 
and fill out the form.

Some benefits of WPMC membership include: Bi-Monthly 
WPMC Newsletter • Monthly Meeting Notices • Updates on 
WPMC Events • Free ‘Grow-Your-Own’ Mushroom Kit at the annual 
Cultivation Meeting • Mushroom Identification at Monthly Meetings 
• Mushroom Walks • Mushroom Education Day • Annual Photo 
Contest • WPMC Gary Lincoff Foray Discount • WPMC Facebook 
Group

WPMC Scholarships & Grants
WPMC administers an annual Scholarship/Grant program to 
promote wild mushrooming by providing monetary support for 
educational events, projects, research, or mycological studies by 
individuals or institutions. Application forms are available on the 
WPMC website and must be sponsored by a WPMC member. For 
more information or to register, go to:

https://wpamushroomclub.org/education/
wpmc-scholarship-grant-application/



23rd Annual Gary Lincoff Mushroom Foray
September 30, 2023 – The Lodge, North Park
Plus: Free Mushroom Walk Friday September 29 • Cook Forest

Indicate the number of persons for each item selected. All fees per person. PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY.

_____  $50 WPMC member / $60 on or after 9/1/23 (with current paid 2023 membership)

_____  $70 Non-members / $80 on or after 9/1/23 (includes 2023-24 Membership)

_____  $30 Students (with ID) & kids 11 to 18 / $40 on or after 9/1/23 (members or non-members) kids 10 & under free.

PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY	 TOTAL AMOUNT ENCLOSED:_______________

Name(s)__________________________________________________________________________________________Date_ ____________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Address___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

City______________________________________________________________________ State____________________Zip_______________________

Phone 1______________________________________________________Phone 2______________________________________________________

E-mail (PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY)___________________________________________________________________________________________

Register & pay online: www.wpamushroomclub.org/lincoff-foray/

Register & pay by check (payable to Western PA Mushroom Club): 
WPMC c/o Kris Murawski • 5625 Villa Haven Drive • Pittsburgh, PA 15236

For more info:  Lincoff-Foray@wpamushroomclub.org

Registration & Release: signed & dated release form is an absolute requirement for attendance.

Knowing the risks, I (we) agree to assume the risks, and agree to release, hold harmless, and to indemnify the Western Pennsylvania Mushroom Club, 
and any of its officers or members, from any and all legal responsibility for injuries or accidents incurred by myself or my family during, or as a result 
of, any mushroom identification, field trip, excursion, meeting or dining sponsored by the club.

Signature (if participant is under age 18, signature of parent or guardian) 	 Please print name CLEARLY: (INCLUDE NAMES OF CHILDREN UNDER TEN)

1_ ___________________________________________________________1____________________________________________________________

2 ____________________________________________________________2 ____________________________________________________________

3_ ___________________________________________________________3____________________________________________________________

4 ____________________________________________________________4____________________________________________________________

FOR ADDITIONAL NAMES / SIGNATURES, PLEASE INCLUDE AN EXTRA PAGE

Get ready for the 23rd Annual Gary Lincoff Foray with walks, speakers, mushroom displays, auction, sales 
tables & vendors, cooking demos, including live music and the annual Mushroom Feast! 

Guests Mycologists include: Dr. Barrie Overton, professor of biology at Loch Haven University where 
he teaches Biology and Mycology courses. Noah Siegel, one of the premier mushroom photographers in 

the nation. His lecture will highlight some of the fascinating traits which fungi have evolved due to environmental 
pressures, and the strive to get ahead in the fungal world. 

Saturday, Sept. 30 (all day): Foray includes Mushroom Feast. 
Bring a sack lunch, light refreshments will be provided. A food truck will be on site during the lunch hour. 

The Lodge at North Park • North Ridge Drive • Allison Park, PA 15101 
— Registration required —

Friday, Sept. 29 (10:00 a.m.): Meet at Shelter 2, Cook Forest State Park, Clarion County. Free 
— transportation and lunch not included —

NOTE: ON SEPTEMBER 1, 2023 ALL REGISTRATION FEES WILL INCREASE BY $10.



WPMC MEMBERSHIP FORM
Anyone who has an interest in wild mushrooms is welcome to become a WPMC member. 

COMPLETE THIS FORM PRINT CLEARLY, SIGN AND MAIL

Benefits: WPMC newsletter • Nine monthly WPMC meetings • Free participation in WPMC walks • Discount for WPMC forays 

NEW MEMBERSHIP: ❏   RENEWAL: ❏

Name (s)__________________________________________________________________________________________Date_ ____________________

Address___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

City______________________________________________________________________ State____________________Zip_______________________

Phone 1______________________________________________________Phone 2______________________________________________________

E-mail (PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY)_____________________________________________________________________________________________

Interests (e.g.: foraging, identification, cooking, etc.)_____________________________________________________________________________________

Please print in plain block lettering. Take special care with email addresses: 

numeral “1,” uppercase “i” and lowercase “L” look the same.

Please return completed, signed and dated form (with check payable to Western PA Mushroom Club) to:

WPMC, c/o Kris Murawski, 5625 Villa Haven Dr., Pittsburgh, PA 15236 • membership@wpamushroomclub.org

To pay using a credit card, visit: http://wpamushroomclub.org/about/join/ 

Please indicate your newsletter/event announcement preference:  q E lectronic via e-mail  q H ardcopy via US mail ($10 additional)

q  $15 Individual	 q  $20 Family	 q  $10 Full-time Student	 q  $10 Newsletter Hardcopy	A mount enclosed: $_____________

Western Pennsylvania Mushroom Club Release and Indemnification Agreement

This Release and Indemnification Agreement (the “Agreement”) is entered into by and between the Western Pennsylvania Mushroom Club, as it is presently 

organized and may be later structured (“WPMC”) and the undersigned Member (the “Member”) on this ______ day of ___________________, 20____. 

WHEREAS, WPMC is a non-profit educational organization that has as its principal purpose the sharing of mushroom-related information among its members; and 

WHEREAS, all officers, directors, identifiers and members serve WPMC in a voluntary capacity and receive no remuneration for their services; and 

WHEREAS, in cases where WPMC charges a fee for its forays, walks, lectures and other events (collectively “WPMC Events”), it is doing so only to cover its direct costs 
and does not operate in a for-profit capacity; and WHEREAS, the Member understands that there is inherent and unavoidable risk in outdoor activities relating to hunting 
and consuming wild mushrooms. These risks include but are not limited to the dangers of hiking in difficult terrain, the possibility of misidentifying a wild mushroom, and the 
possible allergic or toxic reaction that some individuals may have to otherwise edible mushrooms. 

NOW THEREFORE, the Member hereby agrees to the following:

1.	 The Member assumes all risks associated with WPMC Events. The Member expressly acknowledges that it is the Member’s sole responsibility to hike safely and to 
determine whether a wild mushroom may be consumed. 

2.	 The Member releases, holds harmless, and indemnifies the WPMC, its officers, directors, identifiers, and representatives from any and all liability relating to any injury 
or illness incurred by the Member or the Member’s family members as a result of participation in a WPMC Event. 

This Agreement shall be governed by the laws of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania. If any portion of the Agreement is declared for any reason to be invalid or unenforceable, 
such invalidity shall not affect any other provision of the Agreement. This Agreement shall apply to all current and future WPMC events. 

MEMBERS: 

Signature (if Participant is under age 21, signature of Parent or guardian). Please print name:

1_ ___________________________________________________________1____________________________________________________________

2 ____________________________________________________________2 ____________________________________________________________

3_ ___________________________________________________________3____________________________________________________________

4 ____________________________________________________________4____________________________________________________________


